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is room to hope that he may grant us the gift of life CHAP after bodily dissolution, provided that this gift should ^^-^ seem to him in his divine wisdom to be likely to do us any good. Fourth, supernatural intervention, special, express, and unique, conferred on mankind the priceless gift of Christ, standing in the very first rank of the men of sublime genius of whom the species can boast, and the greatest moral reformer that ever existed on earth. So, in short, the dogmatic assertion of creeds, faiths, and ardently professed convictions, that are taken to guide, illuminate, and glorify the life of Christendom, is reduced from full shining noon to a dim twilight of bare possibilities and blenched peradventures.
Mill's estimate of the founder of Christianity is a glowing, beautiful, and deeply sincere tribute. Unfortunately for its strength as argument, he overlooked one of the most remarkable new -growths of his time, the science of comparative religion. If he did not overlook comparative religion, he dissociated his speculation on Theism from methods of ordered historic thought and knowledge, with which it was specially connected. He had forgotten or overlooked the shock given to orthodox faith only seven years before by a Jewish scholar, who showed that the sublimest sayings in the Gospels found exact parallels in the Talmud. The originality, however, of the lessons taught to mankind in the Gospels is a question with only secondary bearings on the source of that benignant inspiration, whether it was altogether human or partially divine. What became of the whole scheme of social evolution in its successive stages fixed by ordered mutation, if one of the most important of all the changes in moral history wasth with manful clearness, "tod have found comfort in a firm calculation of the conditions. . . . We will not attack you as Voltaireerity of those he was among in their prayers. But we will talk over the merits of the case. haveblaze of living light,
